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But undoubtedly this corresponds to the exact situation in the writer's own mind, 
and is not to be set to Dr. MacNeill's account. Students of Hebrews will be especially 
interested in the strong emphasis here laid on the Alexandrian elements of the Epistle, 
and upon its points of contact with the mystery-religions. The book's original con- 
tribution is to be found in the main here, and is of real value. C. R. B. 

Sharp, Douglas S. Epictetus and the New Testament. London: Charles H. 

Kelly, 1014. 158 pages. 2s. 6d. 

The Introduction of Mr. Sharp's little book informs us that "in Epictetus there 
are often found the same nouns, adjectives, pronouns, verbs, vergal forms, preposi- 
tions, conjunctions, particles, the same syntax, as in the New Testament." The 
somewhat unnecessary demonstration of this statement fills the first nine chapters. 
But since "in the preceding pages it has become evident that Epictetus was a moral 
and religious teacher," a chapter is added on resemblances in thought and teaching 
between the philosopher and the New Testament writers. The exegete and com- 
mentator will be glad to have these parallels so conveniently tabulated. The closing 
chapter of five pages discusses the reasons for the lexical similarities. It is argued 
that Epictetus was neither a Christian nor acquainted with the New Testament 
writings. "Our conclusion then is that the language of Epictetus resembles that of 
the New Testament because it was the language as spoken by the people of the time." 

C. R. B. 

Miller, Lucius Hopkins. Our Knowledge of Christ. New York: Henry 

Holt & Co., 1914. ix+166 pages. $1.00. 

This reprint of articles appearing originally in the Biblical World should prove 
a very useful book. In brief compass (160 pages) it summarizes the reasonable net 
results of critical scholarship as to the courses and substance of our knowledge of the 
historical Jesus, and succinctly states the practical attitude of one who has given 
criticism its due weight and yet finds in Jesus of Nazareth a supreme and satisfying 
revelation of God. The chapter on the divinity of Christ sets forth with clearness the 
difference between a practical and a metaphysical appreciation of Jesus, and also 
suggests a simple philosophical foundation for such practical evaluation. It is an 
excellent book to put in the hands of thought-disturbed Christians. Some, however, 
will feel the logical obscurity of the author's treatment of the Resurrection problem, 
and his a priori tendency. " That Jesus personally survived his death we must believe, 
or deny the heart of the Christian faith" (p. 37). Is that then the heart of the Chris- 
tian faith ? And what is it, " personally " to survive death ? And is it quite clear that, 
and in what sense, "objective" and "spiritual" facts are "equally real" (p. 84) ? 

A. C. W. 



CHURCH HISTORY 

Schultze, Victor. Altchristliche Stiidte und Landschaften. I. Konstantinopel 

(324-450). Leipzig: A. Deichert, 1013. x+202 pages. M. 15. 

Victor Schultze , of Greif swald, needs no introduction to the readers of the American 

Journal of Theology. This latest book from his pen is intended to begin a series, 

which, if carried out to anything like completeness, should prove a most interesting 
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and useful departure in the field of early church history. Monographs upon persons 
and periods, upon parties and provinces and peoples, we have had. The series begun 
by Schultze purposes to describe in detail early Christian cities and districts. 
Schultze's book takes up the history of the first city to be founded as a strictly Chris- 
tian municipality, Constantinople, from its foundation in 324 to 450 a.d. The reason 
for this limitation, which excludes among other things the present St. Sophia's, is 
that in Schultze's estimation at about this point the city loses the antique Greek 
character and becomes mediaeval Byzantine. In the case of Constantinople the 
wealth of material makes such restriction doubly wise. Schultze takes x+292 pages 
to tell us, first, in eight chapters, the political history of Constantinople from its 
embryonic stage as Byzantium to the death of Theodosius II in 430, and then, in eight 
further chapters, he sketches the rich and variegated life, work, and play of the great 
metropolis. Of especial interest are the chapters on the social strata, on education, 
on art, and on popular or folk piety. In the scientific thoroughness with which it is 
done this book, with its companion volumes, should furnish another good, broad base 
for general church history to stand upon. This does not detract from the readable- 
ness of at least the present volume. Schultze is the possessor of a good literary 
style and handles his subject in masterly fashion, so that the reader's interest does 
not flag from beginning to end. If any adverse criticism need be made, it might be 
that of a slight overindulgence in Herodotean breadth of detail. But aside from 
Schultze's personality, the pioneer nature of the book and the great fertility of the 
subject are sufficient to account for this. There are topics to come in this series, and 
those not unimportant ones, on which the writer will do well to fill his hundred pages. 
But, be they long or short, it is to be hoped that the successors of this volume will not 
tarry too long and that they may measure up to the standard of this their first-born 
brother. M. S. 

S. Ephraem Syri Opera. Textum syriacum yaecum latinum ad fidem codicum 
recensuit. . . . Sylvius Joseph Mercati. Tom. I, Fasc. I. (Monumenta 
Biblica et Ecclesiastica 1). Rome: Bretschneider, 1915. xvi+ 231 pages. 
L. 12.00. 

Italy seems just now to be the land of colossal undertakings by remarkable 
individuals. Though not as pretentious as the astounding labors of the Prince of 
Teano, tKe work inaugurated by Mercati in the present volume, as announced with 
lapidary brevity on the title-page and outlined in some detail in the proem, is aptly 
designated by the title of the series of which it forms the first number: Monu- 
menta. To begin with, Mercati is publishing, with voluminous introductions, textual 
apparatus, and notes, those homilies of Ephrem Syrus in Greek translation, which 
have not received a place in the collections of that father's works, but are found 
scattered about in Greek liturgical literature. Next, still keeping the Greek transla- 
tion in the foreground, adding its Latin companion or its Syriac original only where 
special circumstances make it advisable, the publication of the manuscript corpuses 
or collections of Ephrem's works is to be undertaken. A third stage, bringing out 
the Syriac texts not yet published in the editions of Assemani, Overbeck, Lamy, etc., 
is to lead to the grand consummation : a new edition of the works of Ephrem in Syriac — 
"a consummation devoutly to be wished for." 

Meanwhile the pace set and the space consumed in this first instalment promise 
an ouwage de longue haleine. Nearly 250 royal 8vo pages, just 248 to be precise 



